Gruesome Book

George Orwell’s 1984 is a gruesome book which duly made its readers
shudder. It did not, however, have the effect which no doubt its author
intended. People remarked that Orwell was very ill when he wrote it, and in
fact died soon afterward. They rather enjoyed the frisson that its horrors
gave them and thought: "Oh well, of course it will never be as bad as that
except in Russia! Obviously the author enjoys gloom; and so do we, aslong
as we don’t take it seriously."
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Readers soothed themselves

Having soothed themselves with these comfortable falsehoods, people
proceeded on their way to make Orwell’s prognostications come true. Bit by
bit, and step by step, the world has been marching toward the realization of
Orwell’s nightmares; but because the march has been gradual, people have
not realized how far it has taken them on this fatal road.
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Freedom before 1914

Only those who remember the world before 1914 can adequately realize
how much has already been lost. In that happy age, one could travel
without a passport, everywhere except in Russia. One could freely express
any political opinion, except in Russia. Press censorship was unknown,
except in Russia. Any white man could emigrate freely to any part of the
world. The limitations of freedom in Czarist Russia were regarded with
horror throughout the rest of the civilized world, and the power of the
Russian Secret Police was regarded as an abomination. Russia is still worse
than the Western World, not because the Western World has preserved its
liberties, but because, while it has been losing them, Russia has marched
farther in the direction of tyranny than any Czar ever thought of going.
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Contemptis a bad emotion

Truthfulness is something of a handicap in a hypo-critical society, but the
handicap is more than out-weighed by the advantages of fearlessness,
without which no one can be truthful. We wish our children to be upright,
candid, frank, self-respecting; for my part, | would rather see them fail with
these qualities than succeed by the arts of the slave. A certain native pride
and integrity is essential to a splendid human being, and where it exists
lying becomes impossible, except when it is prompted by some generous
motive. | would have my children truthful in their thoughts and words, even
if it should entail worldly misfortune, for something of more importance
thanriches and honours is at stake.
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