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Graded Entry to Programming
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When large numbers of nontechnical workers are using a programmable
editor, they will he tempted constantly to begin programming in the course
of their day-to-day lives. This should contribute greatly to computer
literacy, especially because many of the people thus exposed will be

secretaries taught by society that they are incapable of doing
mathematics...

https:/www.gnu.org/software/emacs/
emacs-paper.html
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Why Emacs for GDM?

The programmable editor is an outstanding opportunity to learn to
program! A beginner can see the effect of his simple program on the
text he is editing; this feedback is fast and in an easily understood form.
Educators have found display programming to be very suited for children
experimenting with programming... Programming editor commands has the
additional advantage that a program need not be very large to be tangibly
useful in editing. A first project can be very simple. One can thus slide very
smoothly from using the editor to edit into learning to program with it.

https:/www.gnu.org/software/emacs/
emacs-paper.html

Programming and Mathematics for Everyone

... To be proud of intellectual isolation from the common life of mankind and
to be disdainful of the great social task of education is as stupid as it is
wicked. It is the end of progress in knowledge. No society, least of all so
intricate and mechanized a society as ours, is safe in the hands of a few
clever people. The mathematician and the plain man each need the other...
Fruitful intellectual activity of the cleverest people draws its strength from
the common knowledge which all of us share. Beyond a certain point clever
people can never transcend the limitations of the social culture they inherit.
When clever people pride themselves on their own isolation, we may well
wonder whether they are very clever after all. (Mathematics for
Everyone Lancelot Hogben pp. 14-15)
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Lancelot Hogben

Lancelot Thomas Hogben was a British experimental zoologist and medical
statistician. He developed the African clawed frog (Xenopus laevis) as a
model organism for biological research in his early career, attacked the
eugenics movement in the middle of his career, and popularised books on
science, mathematics and language in his later career... In the First World
War he was a pacifist. He worked for six months with the Red Cross in
France, under the auspices of the Friends’ War Victims Relief Service and
then the Friends’ Ambulance Unit. He then returned to Cambridge, and was
imprisoned in Wormwood Scrubs as a conscientious objectorin 1916.
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